
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Unit Title: Literary Analysis of the Sub-Components of Fiction 
 
Unit Designers: Laurie DeRaspe, Heather Wilmot, Carie Weymouth 
 
Level(s): Grade 7 

 
Time Span: 16-18 weeks 

 
Content Area: 
 

Career Prep                Health/PE            M&C Languages   Social Studies                  
English Language Arts            Mathematics           Science & Tech   Visual & Perf. Arts 

 
 
Summary of Unit:   
In this integrated reading and writing unit, students will build on their knowledge of the basic elements and 
structures of fiction. They will elevate their level of thinking through in-depth analysis and synthesis of the sub-
categories of fiction to attain new levels of meaning. The sub-categories of: short stories, drama, folklore, and poetry 
will be used as vehicles to analyze and synthesize the interrelatedness of the structural characteristics and common 
rhetorical devices that shape the reader’s thinking and response. This will offer a sufficient foundation for life long 
learning.  
 
Content Standards/Performance Indicators: 
A. Reading  
A.1. Interconnected Elements:  Students read and make generalizations from texts, within a grade 
appropriate span of text complexity, by applying their knowledge and strategies of comprehension, 
vocabulary, alphabetics, and fluency.  
 
A.2. Literary Texts:  Students read fiction, nonfiction, drama, and poetry within a grade appropriate span 
of text complexity, and analyze the characteristics noting how structural features and common literary 
devices help shape the reader's response.  
 
B. Writing  
B.1. Interconnected Elements:  Students use a writing process to communicate for a variety of 
audiences and purposes.  
 
B.2. Narrative:  Students write narratives that convey complex ideas, observations, events or reflections.  
 
B.3.  Argument Analysis:  Students write academic essays that state a clear position, supporting the 
position with relative evidence. 
 
D. Language  
D.1. Grammar and Usage:  Students manipulate the parts of speech effectively and employ a variety of 
sentence structures to communicate.  
 
D.2. Mechanics:  Students apply the rules of capitalization, punctuation and spelling to communicate 
effectively.  
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E. Listening and Speaking  
E.2. Speaking:  Students adjust speaking strategies for formal and informal discussion, debates or 
presentation appropriate to the audience and purpose.  
 
F. Media  
F.1. Analysis of Media: Students identify the various purposes, techniques and/or effects used to 
communicate auditory, visual and written information found in different forms of media. 
 
 
Key Pre-Requisites: 
 Knowledge: 
 Students should know and be able to identify the following story elements: 

Plot (rising action, climax, denouement/falling action) 
Character 

  
 Skills: 
 Skills in previewing text 
 Make predictions 
 Able to identify and describe setting 
 
Enduring Understandings: 
All forms of literature are vehicles for communicating ideas. Our job as readers is to use a variety of strategies to 
unlock the meaning behind the words.  
Depending on the genre, authors use a variety of characteristics, literary devices, and structural features to influence 
the reader’s response.  

 
Essential Questions that Guide and Focus This Unit: 
How are literary devices used to enhance meaning? 
How is the reader’s response shaped by the author’s use of story elements? 
How does the author get his or her point across? 

 
Key Knowledge and Skills students will acquire as a result of this unit: 

SHORT STORY COMPONENT (Primary Focus: conflict, character, point of view) 
Knowledge 
 Students will know and be able to identify the following story elements: 

Point of View 
Theme (universal) or author’s message 

 Students will know how a short story differs from other literature 
 Students will know and be able to identify the antagonist and protagonist in a story 
 Students will understand character traits, motivations, development, and evolution 

from what the character says 
from what the character does 
from what the character thinks 
from how other characters react to the character (their thoughts, words, actions) 
from what the author explicitly states 

 Students will understand how conflict advances the plot 
External conflict (review) 
Internal conflict (man vs. self) [introduce and emphasize]  

 Students should be able to identify three different points of view 
First person 
Third person 
Omniscient 

 Students should be able to explain how the narrator’s point of view affects the reader’s 
interpretation 
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Skills 
 Students will be able to compare and contrast a variety of works 
 Students will be able to analyze and interpret 

The meaning of the work 
The author’s craft choices 

 Students will be able to paraphrase or summarize key ideas/plot with major events sequenced as 
appropriate to text 

 Students will be able to recall information, reflect upon what was read, and interpret literature 
 Students will generate literal, inferential, interpretive, evaluative questions before, during, and 

after reading.  
 
DRAMA COMPONENT  (Primary Focus: text structure, literary devices) 

Knowledge 
 Students will be able to identify common characteristics of drama to make the text accessible. 

Stage direction 
Dialogue 
Props 
Types of drama (tragedy and comedy) 
Gesture 
Prologue 
Epilogue 
Monologue 
Acts/Scenes 
 

 Students will be able to demonstrate knowledge of the use of literary elements and devices 
Flashback 
Foreshadowing 
Irony 
Comic relief 

Skills 
 Students will be able to compare and contrast different works 
 Students will be able to compare and contrast points of view 
 Students will be able to identify events that advance the plot 
 Students will be able to analyze character’s motives 
 Students will be able to edit for grammar usage and mechanics 
 Students will be able to recognize theme 
 Students will be able to present information purposefully and succinctly to meet the needs of the 

audience 
 Students will be able to recognize and understand the author’s purpose 
 Students will be able to empathize with others 
 Students will be able to learn from the personal experience of others 
 Students will be able to paraphrase or summarize key ideas/plot with major events sequenced as 

appropriate to text 
 Students will use speaking skills such as rhythm, tone, and pausing to enhance comprehension 
 Students will be able to describe and evaluate text of visual and non-visual media 
 Students will explain and support logical predictions 

 
FOLKLORE COMPONENT  (Primary Focus: author’s purpose) 

Knowledge 
 Students will be able to identify the difference between myths, fables, legends, and tall tales.  

Characteristics: 
Myths- contain gods and goddesses and other supernatural beings 
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Fables- brief/short, use of animal characters, moral is often stated 



Legends- informal style, exaggeration, humor, traditional, often rural setting, animals with human 
characteristics, human beings with superhuman characteristics (based on real life events that have 
been exaggerated over generations) 
Tall Tales-similar to legends with extensive exaggeration 

 Students will be able to draw inferences about text including author’s purpose 
Purpose:  

 Myths- tries to explain something, which the science of the time could not explain 
 Fables- teach a lesson 
 Legends- entertain 
 Tall Tales- entertain (deliberate comic effect) 
 Students will be able to demonstrate knowledge of the use of literary elements and devices 

Hyperbole 
Personification 
Allusion 
Denotation 
Connotation 
Imagery 

Skills 
 Students will be able to use the structure of these texts to make them more accessible 
 Students will be able to explain how the author’s message or theme is supported within the text 
 Students will be able to analyze and interpret 

The meaning of the work 
The author’s craft choices 

 Students will be able to paraphrase or summarize key ideas/plot with major events sequenced as 
appropriate to text 

 Students will be able to identify inferential cause and effect relationships 
 Students will be able to apply the knowledge of the craft in their writing.  

 
POETRY COMPONENT (Primary Focus: playful use of language to discover voice) 

Knowledge 
 Students should be able to identify the common characteristics of poetry to make the text 

accessible.  
Common Characteristics: 

Meter 
 Rhyme 
 Verse/Stanza 
 Poetic license 
 Figurative language 
  simile, metaphor, onomatopoeia, personification, symbolism, alliteration,   
  assonance, consonance 
Specific Characteristics:  
 Free Verse – does not rhyme, has no regular rhythm 
 Lyric – personal and descriptive, showcases melodic language that conveys a sense of  
  song 
 Concrete – dramatically represent meaning, not only by the way words sound but how  
  they look 
 Haiku – style of poetry that originated in Japan, uses simple language, contains no rhyme,  
 and rarely includes metaphor; has three lines (first and third lines are the same  
  length and the middle one is a little longer; frequently a haiku has a syllable  
  structure of 5-7-5)  
 Formula—writers insert words into a pre-established structure 
 Students will be able to draw inferences about text including author’s purpose 
Purpose:  
 Free Verse – allow freedom of expression  
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 Lyric—helps the reader feel through the senses 



 Concrete – visually illustrate in a meaningful way 
 Haiku – connect life in a concise manner 
 Formula – provide a structure 
 Students will understand that visuals enhance the meaning of the writing word.  

Skills 
 Students will be able to analyze the effective use of language 
 Students will be able to take risks with their use of language 
 Students will use figurative language in their writing. 
 Students will use appropriate visuals to enhance the meaning to their writing. 

 
How will students provide evidence of their understandings?  

Group and class discussions (A1) 
Reader’s notebook (A1) 
KWL Charting (A1) 
Writing critiques (A2) (B3) (D2) 
Role-Playing/Re-enactments/Improvisations (E2) 
One-to-One/Small group conferencing (E2) 
Summarizing/paraphrasing (A1) 
Individual projects (B2) (F1) 
Quick writes (A2) (D1) 
Exit tickets (F1) 
Constructed Responses (in response to a text passage) (B1) (B3) (D1) 

       Extended Responses (to a text passage and/or prompt)(B1) (B3) 
 
Teaching and Learning experiences used to help students understand:  
Story Boards/Story Mapping 
Venn Diagram 
Plot Line projects 
Anticipation Guides 
Concept Circles 
Journaling 
Vocabulary Development Activities 
Online Activities 
Cooperative Leaning Activities 
Taping of students oral reading or stories 
Draw-it Activities 
Readers’ Theater 
Guided Reading with questions 
Skits 
Jigsaw 
Educational games 
Constructed Responses (in response to a text passage) 
Extended Responses (in response to a text passage and/or prompt)  
 
Provisions for Extending Learning: 
Students may write their own children’s book 
Students may read to elementary students 
Publish writing to the Internet (via blogs, Wiki pages, etc) 
Rewriting of traditional short stories 
Culture Stamp Activity 
 
How will technology be used to increase student achievement?  
Digital Texts 
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Noteshare 
Short Stories on the Web 
 LibriVox – Short Story Collection http://librivox.org/short-story-collection-001/ 
Audio Listening Centers 
Blog/Wiki pages 
Portaportal websites 
Presentations 
 
Instructional Resources: 

General: 
Mentor Texts 
Prentice Hall Literature 
Reader’s Workshop Texts (teacher selected & student selected) 
Guided Readers and Writers (Fountas and Pinnell) 
Strategies That Work (Harvey and Goudvis) 
Still Learning to Read (Sibberson and Szymusiak) 
Teaching for Deep Comprehension (Dorn and Soffous) 
More Advanced Lessons and Comprehension (Serafini and Youngs) 
Lessons in Comprehension (Serafini) 
Building Fluency Through Practice and Performance (Rasinski and Griffith) 
Small-Group Reading Instruction: A Differentiated Teaching Model for Intermediate  
 Readers, Grades 3-8 (Tyner and Green)  
NECAP and MEA Released Items 
DesCartes 
Reading Detectives  

Folklore 

Gods, Demigods, and Demons-An Encyclopedia of Greek Mythology by Bernard Evslin 
Heroes, Gods and Monsters of the Greek Myths by Bernard Evslin 
Myths and their Meaning by Max Herzberg 
Poetry 
Technically, It’s Not My Fault: Concrete Poems by John Grandits 
I’m Nobody! Who are You? By Emily Dickinson 
Poetry for Young People 
 American Poetry  
 The Seasons 
 William Carlos Williams 
 Samuel Taylor Coleridge 
 William Shakespeare 
 Emily Dickinson 
 Langston Hughes 
 Walt Whitman 
 Robert Frost 
Out of the Dust by Karen Hesse 
Heartbeat by Sharon Creech 
Love That Dog by Sharon Creech 
Hate That Cat by Sharon Creech 
Short Story 
Just So Stories by Rudyard Kipling 
Twelve Impossible Things Before Breakfast by Jane Yolen 
Baseball in April and Other Stories by Gary Soto 
Seedfolks by Paul Fleischman 
Guys Write for Guys Read 
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Common Language 

Alliteration – The repetition of initial consonant sounds in neighboring words. (For example: 
The slithering, slimy snake) 
 
Allusion – A reference to a familiar person, place, or thing.  
 
Antagonist – A person or thing working against the main character. 
 
Author’s craft – The techniques the author chooses to enhance writing. (Examples of author’s 
craft: style, bias, point of view, flashback, foreshadowing, symbolism, figurative language, 
sensory details, soliloquy, stream of consciousness, etc) 
 
Figurative Language – Language used in writing or speech that is not meant to be interpreted 
literally, as the intent of the language is to create a special effect, idea, image, or feeling.  
 
Metaphor – A figure of speech in which one thing is described in terms of another to make an 
implicit comparison – that is, a comparison that does not use words such as “like” or “as.” (For 
example: The sky’s lamp was bright) 
 
Onomatopoeia – A figure of speech in which the sound of the word imitates the sounds 
associated with the objects or actions to which they refer. (For example, crackle, moo, pop, zoom) 
 
Personification – The attribution of human qualities to inanimate objects. (For example: The 
clouds played and danced in the sky) 
 
Protagonist – The main character or hero of a text. 
 
Rhythm – In a verse or prose, the movement or sense of movement communicated by the 
arrangement of long and short or stressed and unstressed syllables. 
 
Simile – A figure of speech in which one thing is likened to another using an explicit comparison 
(that is, using the words “like” or “as”) to clarify or enhance an image. (For example: It was as 
cold as an ice cube.) 
 
Tone – The overall feeling or effect created by a writer’s use of words, sentence structure, and 
attitude towards the audience, characters, or topic. This feeling, which pervades the word, may be 
serious, mock-serious, humorous, sarcastic, solemn, objective, etc.  
 
Voice – The style and quality of the writing, which includes word choice, a variety of sentence 
structures, and evidence of investment. Voice portrays the author’s personality or the personality 
of the chosen persona. It is the fluency, rhythm, and liveliness in writing that makes it unique to 
the writer. A distinctive voice establishes personal expression and enhances writing.  

 
 

Attach a copy of the unit assessment tool, including criteria for evaluation of student 
performance/product. 
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